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Introduction 

This report presents the main results of the Latin American Academy of Food Systems Resilience               

(ALLSA 2019): fostering innovation in food systems based on local knowledge. The Academy focused              

on socio-ecological systems as an approach to recalibrate the relationship between human beings             

and nature. ALLSA 2019 explored the possibilities of transforming the way we produce and consume               

food, as well as the wide range of approaches we can employ to assess promoting food sovereignty.                 

This edition of ALLSA was held between 14-25th September, 2019 at Hacienda Paukartika, Lamay              

district, Cuzco province, Peru. The event was co-created and organised by a multidisciplinary team of               

ex-participants from the GESA and ALLSA Academies, in close collaboration with the ANDES             

Association, a non-profit association involved in the recognition and strengthening of traditional            

communal rights over the biocultural resources in the region. 

The Academy was designed with a transdisciplinary approach, guided by facilitators with different             

academic and non-academic backgrounds, as well as by members of the Potato Park communities,              

who contributed their ancestral and empirical knowledge. Based on participatory and horizontal            

learning approaches for socio-ecological systems, the aim of the Academy was to promote             

innovative processes for the sustainability and resilience of local food systems. This was done using               

decolonising methods and tools that prioritise traditional knowledge and practices over current            

dominant hegemonic practices that are often applied in this field. Participants explored techniques             

that included cooperative learning, participatory mapping, community interviews, and indigenous          

information gathering methods. They also used tools such as storytelling, conceptual graphics, the             

Inka yupana (an abacus used to perform arithmetic operations), and farmer field schools. During the               

field visits, the participants had the opportunity to reflect and jointly analyse all these acquired tools,                

supported by experience and evidence of their respective knowledge systems and ways of working. 

This 10-day meeting brought together 23 young Latin Americans between 20 and 35 years old, from                

7 different countries. Among the participants were activists, academics, scientists, entrepreneurs,           

and indigenous experts from the Potato Park. All of them were characterised by their commitment               

to the sustainability and resilience of food systems. 
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Objectives and subjects 

The goal of ALLSA 2019 was to build leadership through reconnection processes and increase the               

resilience of food systems. The academy was oriented around four transdisciplinary axes: 

1) The biocultural axis, to (re)connect with traditional knowledge and integrate different local             

perspectives, serving as a model of how to create bridges between different knowledge and              

knowledge holders. This axis was approached by sharing experiences, food and knowledge with             

Quechua farmers from the Potato Park. Visits were made to the communities where experiential and               

horizontal learning activities based on indigenous knowledge were carried out. In this way, topics              

such as Sumaq kausay (SK) were proposed, a central philosophy in the Andean indigenous worldview               

that consists of a holistic vision that considers various elements of the human condition, recognising               

that a variety of factors influence our quality of life. SK can be understood as how to live well, a                    

beautiful life, a harmonious existence or a beautiful and healthy life. This concept involves the               

relationship between human beings and nature (Pachamama, Mother Earth) to work together to             

satisfy their needs through ayni (reciprocity). It was also observed in a practical way how indigenous                

communities face the impacts of climate change for the resilience of their food systems. 

2) The second axis examined the contextual socio-ecological tools to study and evaluate food              

security and food sovereignty. For this axis, we partner with trained facilitators from Mexico,              

Guatemala, Brazil, Peru, the United States, and elsewhere. They shared various methodologies to             

co-produce knowledge by learning together and combining  them respectfully. 

3) The third axis involved the problems of storage, distribution, transportation and marketing of food               

in sustainable food chains. For this axis, we explored cases from Peru and the Andean region in                 

general. We visited, for example, different local markets, including the “Barter Market” in Lares and               

the Pisac market, where participants were able to interact, buy, exchange and learn about the               

diversity of crops and foods in the region. 

4) The fourth and final axis examined participatory leadership and commitment to action, to foster               

creative approaches to solving problems through innovation and dialogue between actors. Here the             

participants were able to share their ideas to foster genuine change. This axis reflected on the                

processes to give back to the communities the power to maintain and recover their own knowledge,                

concepts, methods and capacities for intergenerational knowledge transfer. We learned, through           

the work of the Potato Park, cases of research led by indigenous peoples, and we explored ideas for                  

the resilience of local food systems and the adaptation of their biocultural heritage to the effects of                 

climate change.  
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Participants, Facilitators and organisers 

After a rigorous selection process that consisted of two stages, ALLSA 2019 brought together 23               

young Latin Americans, among whom the presence of 3 indigenous Quechua farmers from the              

Potato Park stands out. In addition, 8 facilitators, 6 organisers and members of the GDF team were                 

involved in the design and organisation. 

Together, the experience and area of action of the participants covered 7 Latin American countries.               

The design of the activities and contents of the Academy took into consideration this variety of                

contexts. For their part, the participants brought related experiences integrated into Latin American             

realities, sharing cases from Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Venezuela, Chile and Peru. At the end               

of the event, project ideas were presented and discussed to foster creative approaches to problem               

solving through innovation and dialogue between actors, as well as initiatives in which different              

knowledge holders can be involved. 

In Annex 1 you can find a list of participants, organisers and facilitators with the corresponding                

biographies. In Annex 2 are the reviews of the organisations involved in the development of this                

event. 

@ Alexis Suarez 
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Sessions and discussions 
 

Fig. 1 Summary of the 2019 ALLSA program 

 

As can be seen in the content summary, each day of ALLSA 2019 had a combination of themes in                   

order to weave a comprehensive understanding of the different dimensions of local food systems,              

the approaches and the methodological tools to study them. The structure of most days began with                

an Ecopsychology session facilitated by Manuela Fernández, where through Joanna Macy's Work            

that Reconnects, participants were able to explore the psychological, emotional and spiritual            

dimensions of their priorities and concerns, as well as the personal tools that they can put at the                  

service of the work they do. Later, the workshop sessions included different activities, interactions,              

classes and discussions where the facilitators created the propitious spaces for reflection on the              

wide range of topics. Every two or three days there were recapitulation sessions to systematise the                

learning. During the field trips, visits were made to the Pisac Market, the Barter Market in Lares and                  

the communities of the Potato Park (see map). These locations provided an excellent example of               

how food systems are promoted and protected in a mosaic of diverse landscapes, and how potatoes                

and other local resources, such as various plants and aromatic herbs, are a central part of this                 
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reciprocal relationship between man and nature. This relationship supports cultural, economic,           

physical and spiritual well-being or Sumak Kausay  (in Quechua) or Buen Vivir  (in Spanish). 

 

 

Map 1. Location of the Potato Park, Sacred Valley of the Incas, Cusco, Peru  
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Seeds, memory and basic elements of food systems 

On September 14th, we transported ourselves to the Paukartika farm, in the Sacred Valley of Cusco;                

in the afternoon we made the presentation of the participants of the Academy, as well as the                 

facilitators and members of the organising committee. During the evening we did a round of               

presentations where we established the basic communication and behavior agreements during the            

academy, we defined the objectives of the academy and the work methodology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first day (September 15th) was dedicated to laying the foundations from different areas for the                

rest of the academy. We begin with a greeting to the territory through a ceremony led by the                  

academy colleagues from Peru. With coca leaves, each member of the group greeted the Apus               

(guardians of the mountains) and expressed their intention for the academy. Then we went to visit                

the Pisac market, using participatory action research tools to learn about the biodiversity present in               

the market, accompanied by Bruce Ferguson and Helda Morales (U.S. and Guatemala). 
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In the afternoon of the first day, Marcia Tait (Brazil) facilitated an activity in which we shared fruits                  

and seeds and each participant presented a seed or fruit to which they have an associated memory.                 

This was the preamble to trace our food path, that is, the journey of life and our relationship with                   

food. 

 

Image 5. Activity of seeds, territory and memory 

 

We closed day one with the projection of the documentary "Within reach of the hand" that                

condenses the participatory action research exercises applied by teachers in the context of the              

seminar "Food, Community and Learning" led by Helda Morales and Bruce Ferguson in Chiapas,              

Mexico. 
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Local Food Systems 

On the second day of the academy (September 16th) we went to Lares to visit the barter market.                  

After learning about the agrobiodiversity present in this market, which is at the midpoint between               

the Andes and the jungle, and where the exchange of products based on reciprocity predominates               

over the use of money, we arrived at the Andes Association office. Here we had a conversation with                  

the communities of the Potato Park about the verticality of crops, wild species and nutrition, along                

with tasting a delicious breakfast with local ingredients. 

 

Image 6. Visit to the barter market in Lares 

 

Image 7. Exchange of products in the barter market 
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Image 8. Conversation with local Lares members of ANDES 

 

 

 

Image 9. Lunch at the Andes Association office in Lares 

 

In the afternoon we had a session about gender and the movements for food sovereignty with                

Marcia Tait. Before closing the day, we recapitulated concepts through mind maps with Helda              

Morales.  
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Food, sustainability and indigenous community feminism 

On the third day we had the first Pecha Kucha* presentation session where the participants were                

able to exercise their skills in presenting their work and we were all able to learn more about the                   

important work that each is developing. During the day, we continued with content from the three                

axes: participatory action research (Bruce Ferguson and Helda Morales), food and indigenous            

community feminism (Marcia Tait). In the evening, Andrea Pierino (Peru) shared a dynamic tool for               

the strengthening of socio-environmental leadership. 

*Pecha Kucha is a simple and informal presentation format created by Astrid Klein and Mark Dytham of                 

Klein-Dytham Architecture (KDa) in Tokyo in 2003, as a way for young entrepreneurs to show their                

presentations in public and exchange opinions. The name Pecha Kucha derives from a Japanese term that                

means "whispering" or "conversation". 
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Different approaches to transforming food systems 

On day four, we had different dynamics oriented towards reflection regarding leadership systems             

and the type of leaders we seek to be. Also facilitated by Andrea Pierino, we explore circular                 

economy implementation cases. During the afternoon, we explored other alternatives through           

Alejandro Argumedo's presentation about the rights approach within food systems and the            

presentation of the documentary UYWAY, about the conservation of potato seeds in seed banks -               

Svalbard - in Norway.  

Ayllu System, Sumaq Kawsay, learning and adaptation to climate change 

During the fifth day of the academy we traveled to the Potato Park where we were received by                  

members of the different communities that make them up. From the viewpoint, where we were able                

to appreciate several vistas of the Park's Apus, we learned about the history of the park and the Ayllu                   

system through which the communities organise and govern. During the visit to the Potato Park we                

were able to learn about the principles of Sumak Kawsay , as well as the complex strategies of                 

adaptation to climate change that communities, together with researchers, have developed to adapt             

potato varieties to new climatic conditions. We had lunch at the restaurant of the gastronomy               

collective, Qachun Waqachi, in the community of Chahuaytire and then moved to Pampallaqta             

where we could appreciate the cultivation calendar, the traditional tools and the diversity of              

potatoes, as well as learn about the process of seed conservation within the park communities. 

 

 

 

Image 11. Presentation of the Ayllu System by the companions of the Potato Park 
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Local food and livelihoods  

On day six we got down to work and prepared food accompanied by the women of the Qinsa Cocha                   

gastronomy collective, with traditional recipes and adaptations of preparations for different varieties            

of potatoes, which we later shared at lunch. Then we visited the group of weavers to learn about the                   

process of preparing wool, dyeing and weaving. We closed the visit to the potato park by visiting the                  

collective of medicinal plants and learning a traditional dynamic to systematise knowledge, make             

decisions and prioritise collectively. Finally, on the subject of the Global Day of Action against               

Climate Change, we watched Greta Thunberg TED Talks and reflected on our role in the face of the                  

crisis. 

 

Image 12. Participants with the Qachun Waqachi women's collective 
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Agroecology and women's collectives in Latin America 

During the seventh day we had the second and third of the Pecha Kucha sessions. Between the two                  

sessions we visited the Ecohuella Agroecological School, in Calca, a family project that trains local               

farmers in agroecology. There we held a rally of principles of Agroecology and we learned about the                 

Agroecoalimentacion plate developed by Helda Morales, Bruce Ferguson and the team they lead.             

Back at the hacienda, we had the third and last session with Marcia Tait about Collectives and                 

women's associations in Latin America. 
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Governance and collective decision making 

On the eighth day of the academy, Jamil Alca facilitated the session around the topic of Governance                 

and collective decision-making. In the afternoon, we began with joint work to begin future action               

plans based on the related interests of the participants. 

Initiatives and alternatives to the global food system 

On day nine we began by recapping through concept mapping. The second part of the morning we                 

had a round table with presentations of different initiatives acting on food systems at the local,                

national and international level. Speakers included Jorge Cereceda from Slow Food Peru; Jamil Alca,              

Researcher; Roberto Ojeda and Claudia Palomino from La Canasta Solidaria in Cusco, and Tammy              

Stenner from the Andes Association. We had a world café session with the presenters to learn more                 

about their motivations, learnings and challenges. In the afternoon we continued with the action              

plan process. 

Closure 

On the tenth day, we presented the proposals by group and made the final evaluation of the                 

academy. To close the academy, Manuela Fernández facilitated the Circle of Benediction where each              

participant expressed an individual intention and received the support of the group. In the evening               

we had a closing dinner, before heading home. 
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Image 19. Circle of Benediction and Closing 

Evaluation of the participants 
On the last day of ALLSA the final projects were presented and discussed as a group. Then there was                   

a meeting between organisers, facilitators and participants in which a self-evaluation of the event              

was made. Overall, ALLSA exceeded the expectations of the majority of participants. 

In December 2019, ALLSA 2019 participants completed a detailed evaluation of the Academy, in              

virtual format, the results of which can be found below, including lessons learned for future GEN                

events. 

 

Image 20. Self-evaluation session at the end of the event 
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What was ALLSA's impact on you on a personal level?  

“ALLSA, reconnected me with myself, it reminded me why I undertook the project in which I work                 

now, it connected me with many brothers who, like me, are fighting for a better world… I feel                  

empowered and a change can be achieved starting from within me…" 

 

"Knowing the experience of the Potato Park and the debate they have on the conservation of                

agro-biodiversity opened my perspective ... I learned new methodologies such as those that come              

from environmental psychology." 

 

“The Academy had a huge impact on me, both professionally and personally. The Academy opened               

new horizons and broke pre-established paradigms, it showed me that it is through action that               

knowledge makes sense, that from the movement of ideas and people, the changes that we want to                 

see in our environments arise." 

 

“Personally, what struck me most about ALLSA is having met so many people committed to their                

communities, agroecology, food sovereignty, healthy eating and traditional knowledge. It made me            

feel accompanied on this path, and to understand that we are many and in many parts of America                  

and the world, those who want and fight for more just and sustainable food systems that are in                  

harmony with nature and with people." 

 

“I was aware of the fragility of the food systems of modern societies, but now I have been able to                    

learn about resilient food systems, such as those of Andean communities, which is something              

hopeful and an educational reference. Also meeting people deeply involved in the subject, which              

allowed me to strengthen my networks in that area. " 

 

“ALLSA has been a transformational experience, understanding that to make change, change begins             

with oneself. In this sense, the ALLSA methodology has been "feeling-thinking-doing", learning from             

feeling, thinking and doing, which is internalised and embodied in our being. ALLSA's impact is               

holistic.” 
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What was ALLSA's impact on you on a professional level? 

 

“My way of approaching workshops in my activities changed because now I try to practice speaking                

from the heart to motivate others, I also take into account the transformative dynamics with               

powerful messages, because in my personal life and in my project I try to meditate, think about the                  

jobs that my brothers from Chile, Mexico, Guatemala are doing, I try to motivate myself, it's hard in                  

the field being alone, but I remember their struggles, the ventures, and I continue with mine ... Now                  

I am more than motivated to study a master's degree in agroecology in order to reach more people                  

not only in the field as an extension worker but also in the academy, to be able to teach this way of                      

life that loves the substantial source of Nature. " 

 

“Regarding my research on potato conservation, ALLSA was very important to think about possible              

training exchanges from farmer to farmer between the communities where I carry out my research               

and the communities of the Potato Park. This was a proposal made with a group of participants from                  

the school who worked on the theme of potato conservation. " 

 

“On a professional level, I consider that I acquired new knowledge, new work tools (the participatory                

action method, as well as the U theory), I also acquired a greater awareness of the gender issue                  

linked to science and in particular to agroecology. I believe that I learned a lot from sharing with the                   

people of the Quechua community, about their methods of cultivation, use and consumption of              

plants and of course, the special way in which they respect and care for the Earth. Another valuable                  

professional learning was group work, decision-making and the creation and presentation of projects             

in a short time, I consider these to be excellent and necessary practices for the development of a                  

good professional in any area, especially when you want to establish yourself as an agent of change                 

in his environment." 

 

“I got more confidence to promote my ideas with other people; working techniques for the               

execution of an idea; value food systems as a way to resist economic systems and climate change                 

sooner; and form a support network with the participants (through consultancies). " 

 

“I deeply integrated the concept of food sovereignty in myself, which is why I keep it present in my                   

paradigm and discourse. We are currently in the process of allocating a space in our center to a                  
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community garden that will also be an educational tool for school visits, we will develop a monthly                 

workshop on edible wild plants and in the programs we are integrating a dynamic in which student                 

visitors analyse where the food from the collation they bring to the field comes from. We will also                  

make a presentation on ALLSA and GEN at the next national meeting of the Network of                

Environmental Education Centers (REDES)." 

 

“Fundamentally in methodological and also conceptual issues. I believe that the presentation of             

different methodologies, data and above all my own experiences, broadened the spectrum of             

possibilities to be able to implement and adapt them in my daily work and future projects. " 

 

What was the impact on your community from your participation in ALLSA? 

 

“… I am trying to teach what I have learned in the school of my community to the children, on the                     

other hand in my project I will implement an initiative called MUÑAY, Biocultural Exchange Center,               

where both children, young people, professional adults and farmers can exchange experiences and             

live together in the field and thus be able to integrate realities and ideas about so many types of                   

knowledge ... " 

 

“… In the workshops that I facilitate (which address issues related to food systems and are aimed at                  

local experts and communities) I have been able to incorporate examples of cases from colleagues               

from other countries that I met at the Academy, as well as show the final project that we developed                   

in the group, "Women of plants". " 

 

“First, the closest impact (for the moment) are the students of the universities of Lima, through my                 

university and YPARD, where the young people who participate in the school are university students.               

Finally, I want ... to share what I have learned with the young people of the Umari district, Huánuco,                   

to continue accompanying them in their development as agents and protagonists that their rural              

territories need." 
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Final thoughts on the Academy 

“What I take from ALLSA is coexistence in harmony, respect for different ways of thinking and… very                 

good friends… very interesting ideas such as feel-think, IAP, participatory action research, circular             

economy, struggles of women in Latin America ... Thank you for such a beautiful experience." 

 

“Enriching, I really liked the perspective of joining thinking with the mind, feeling with the heart and                 

acting with the hands as a joint process. Also the dialogue of knowledge with the visibility of the                  

knowledge of the peasant communities ..." 

 

“The experience was absolutely great and enriching, I consider as I mentioned earlier that the               

learning both on a personal and professional level was enormous… it has made me question my role                 

in my environment, and it has empowered me by making me feel that if I am capable of being an                    

agent of change, I have the tools to do so and now I also have an excellent support network, which is                     

the GEN community.” 

 

“The experience was truly transformative and exceeded my expectations. The experiential learning            

was really very effective, and it has the advantage that it is not easily forgotten, but persists despite                  

the passage of time. I learned cases and experiences from countries as diverse as Mexico, Peru and                 

Chile. " 

 

"The experience at ALLSA exceeded my expectations, it was the meeting of people that I really                

hoped to meet, each of their activities complements what I do and have allowed me to enrich my                  

ideas ... the solutions are so diverse and I take each of those proposals with me, which I will put into                     

practice (with their adaptations) through the organisation to which I belong...” 

 

"That in Latin America we have notable references of agricultural and indigenous communities who              

have very well mastered their food systems ... The importance of our contribution as professionals               

to agricultural communities, in highlighting the importance of their wisdom and supporting the             

protection of these traditional agricultural processes, but also the potential to collaborate through             

the exchange of knowledge… It is very nice to know that the academies arise from former students                 

through self-management. It is really a motivation to realise that there was not only learning but                
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that there is also a responsibility to execute what was learned and, if possible, activate a next                 

academy. "  
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Lessons learned 

 

Organisational aspect 

● Having a local partner was strategic. In this case, the alliance with Asociación Andes allowed               
us to have a grassroots team in the area. 

● The participation of members of the communities of the Potato Park made a difference              
compared with other ALLSA and GESA events. It is recommended to include members of the               
local communities as participants or facilitators in future Academies. 

● It is important to confirm the meals, in terms of content, quantity and times, with the                
catering team or venue, before receiving the participants. 

● Having the support of local volunteers (in our case PROPAR from La Molina University, Peru)               

for logistics during the event was very positive. 
● It is recommended to assign a person in charge, from the organising team, of disseminating               

information to networks to ensure greater dissemination of the call. 
● The assertive attitude of the facilitators contributed to generating good interactions with the             

participants. 

 

Teaching aspect and program content 

● The dynamics of the round table was highly productive because it allowed the participants to               
interact with the promoters of each project. 

● It is advisable to check with the facilitators their teaching methods beforehand. In some              

cases, the sessions were very theoretical. 
● Create more spaces for interaction between participants between sessions. Make sure the            

Pecha Kucha are at the start. 
● A more systematic recording of the event is recommended. 

 

Financial support 
We thank the Global Diversity Foundation, for the institutional and financial support, and A Team               

Foundation for financing the participation of outstanding candidates in ALLSA 2019. 

Multimedia links 
GDF-GEN report and photo essay 

Impact interviews with prominent ALLSA participants: 

Patricia Gonzales: https://youtu.be/MvjA2EuIYXg, Edwin Valdivia: https://youtu.be/IAu5xuqyx0M,      
Cipriano Ccoyo: https://youtu.be/j_tYayESuG8 (Quechua), https://youtu.be/b6vUZEpj-ik  (Spanish). 

Google Drive with photo files from the event: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/151UdpzJWYdYQuWNNb5BZarU0w_6K-v5G?usp=sharing  

Other publications that mention ALLSA: Global Giving campaign report, Terralingua essay, event            
concept note. 
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https://terralingua.org/langscape_articles/building-leadership-through-reconnection-the-latin-american-academy-for-food-systems-resilience/
https://www.globalenvironments.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ALLSA-Peru-2019-Espanol.pdf
https://www.globalenvironments.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ALLSA-Peru-2019-Espanol.pdf


Annexes 

Annex 1: List of ALLSA participants, organisers and facilitators and biographies 

List of participants, organisers and facilitators of ALLSA 2019 
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NAME SURNAME ORGANISATION/INSTITUTION COUNTRY 

Alessandra Paola Silva Arteaga 
Círculo de Investigación en    
Producción Orgánica y Plantas    
Aromáticas (PROPAR- UNALM) 

Peru 

Alfonso Ponce Vargas 
Centro de Desarrollo Sostenible -     
Universidad de Brasilia (UnB) 

Peru / Brazil 

Ana Mercedes Molnar 
Instituto Nacional de Tecnología    
Agropecuaria (INTA) 

Argentina 

Basilides Jancco Palomino Parque de la Papa Peru 

Celia Alicia Ramos Carrasco ONG Mexico 

Cipriano Ccoyo Banda Parque de la Papa Peru 

Clara 
Mujica Pérez de   
Castro 

Fundación Huertas Comunitarias Chile 

Cristóbal Ibieta Marió 
Centro de Educación Ambiental    
Parque Mahuida 

Chile 

Damaris Herrera Salazar 
Aide au Développement Gembloux –     
ADG, PUCP 

Peru 

Daniel Pacco Condori Parque de la Papa Peru 

Edwin Valdivia Diaz 
Círculo de Investigación en    
Producción Orgánica y Plantas    
Aromáticas (PROPAR- UNALM) 

Peru 

Eliseete Ramirez Carbajal Hongueras Pjiekakjoo Mexico 

Guillermo Villalobos Moreira Fundación Solón Bolivia 

Indira Alva Alvarado PUCP Peru 

Marggiori 
Elizabeth 

Pancorbo Olivera 
CENTRO DE INVESTIGACIONES EN    
ZONAS ÁRIDAS (CIZA-UNALM) 

Peru 

Maritza Ambiado CESFAM Quillahue Chile 

Patricia Galarza Escobar Emprendedora Peru 

Patricia Lorena Gonzalez Grande 
Programa de Posgrado en Genética     
Molecular - Universidad Estadual de     
Santa Cruz 

Venezuela, Brazil 

Paula Javiera Fuentealba Urzúa CET SUR ONG Chile 

Pedro Balladares Cruz Plan Internacional Peru 
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Susana Janeth Contreras Sega 
Instituto de Desarrollo y Medio     
Ambiente (IDMA) 

Peru 

William Chay Canul 
Yo por el medio ambiente,     
Universidad Marista de Mérida 

Mexico 

Wilman Estrada Villafuerte 
Proyecto de Comunidad Sostenible    
Ayllin Kausay 

Peru 

Constanza  Monterrubio Solís 
GEN, Pontifica Universidad Católica    
de Chile 

Mexico / Chile 

Manuela  Fernandez Irujo GEN Argentina 

Vanesa  Ramos Abensur GEN, RIKOLTO Peru 

Yolanda  López Maldonado GEN Mexico 

Tammy  Stenner Asociación ANDES Canada / Peru 

Merelyn Valdivia Diaz GEN, FAO Peru / Italia 

Daniel Abreu GEN Rep. Dominicana 

Marcia Tait Lima UNICAMP Brazil 

Bruce  Ferguson ECOSUR 
Estados Unidos /   
Mexico 

Helda  Morales ECOSUR 
Guatemala /  
Mexico 

Jamil Alca Geneve University Peru / Suiza 



Participants 

PAULA FUENTEALBA URZÚA – CHILE 

Sociocultural Anthropologist, with a master's degree in Socio-environmental Studies. Her training           

processes in Chile, Ecuador and Colombia have provided her with theoretical, methodological and             

empirical keys for her academic and professional career. She has worked in interdisciplinary applied              

research teams in the south-central zone of Chile to explore the relationships of human groups with                

their natural environments with coastal and rural communities. She has also carried out research on               

natural, cultural and food heritages. She currently works in cultural management, coordinating            

spaces for connection and meaningful learning between students and cultivators of agricultural and             

food arts such as seed guardians, vegetable gardens, artisans in vegetable raw materials, culinary              

teachers, among others, to spread their work and relieve the importance of local knowledge to               

sustain ways of life more connected with nature. 

 

PATRICIA GONZALEZ GRANDE – VENEZUELA, BRAZIL 

Biologist by profession and vocation. Undergraduate studies course at the Simón Bolívar University             

(Venezuela). During this period, she also worked in the Topotepuy Ecological Gardens (Venezuela) as              

a botanical guide. She has a Master's Degree in Agricultural Biology and Aquaculture from the               

University of Granada (Spain) and a Master's Degree in Plant Biology in Mediterranean Conditions              

from the University of the Balearic Islands (Spain), sponsored by a grant from the Carolina               

Foundation. She has participated in research projects at the Institute of Scientific Research of              

Venezuela (IVIC). Also, she has been a professor of Plant Biology at the Central University of                

Venezuela. She is currently doing a Doctorate in Genetics and Molecular Biology at the Santa Cruz                

State University (Brazil) with a scholarship granted by the organisation of American States (OAS). Her               

research work focuses on the genetics of a virus that seriously attacks Cacao plants. 

 

MARITZA AMBIADO – CHILE  

Her childhood was spent among farms and kitchens with his grandmothers in the Bío Bío Region, to                 

later study Nutrition and Diet. In 2013 she moved to the Chiloé Archipelago to work in Public Health,                  

where she learned for five years about the local knowledge and flavors of the Huerto y Mar recipes,                  

together with peasant women, harvesters from the shore in beautiful landscapes that are             

increasingly deteriorated. In 2016 she co-founded two organisations: La Melga Slow Food Chiloé             

Community as well as the NGO EcoChiloé, in which she is currently an activist. She is coordinator /                  

facilitator in projects executing participatory actions with peasant and peasant communities, seed            

caregivers, vegetable growers, traditional cooks and adolescents, seeking to spread agroecology,           
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transmit and protect local peasant knowledge, bring consumers together with agroecological           

producers, cultivate biodiversity and restoring the soil with school gardens as a tool and promoting               

awareness of the value of seeds for life and food. 

 

CELIA RAMOS CARRASCO - MEXICO 

Originally from Ocotlán de Morelos, belonging to the Central Valley region, Oaxaca, Mexico. She              

graduated from a Bachelor of Environmental Sciences and currently lives and works in the Sierra               

Juárez de Oaxaca. She has worked as Auditor of a Network of Ecotourisms of the Sierra Juárez                 

(REDSJO). She has also collaborated in the implementation of Municipal Development Programs,            

dissemination and promotion of Urban Solid Waste Management, in areas of protection of             

biodiversity and has been a promoter of the defense of Human Rights. She is co-founder of the                 

Center for Studies for Human Rights and Environmental Justice YURENI A.C. (Active since 2018), a               

civil association whose objective is to inform, provide legal tools and advice to indigenous              

populations and communities on human rights, types of gender violence, social inequalities,            

environmental impacts, impacts of development projects, among others.  

 

ALESSANDRA SILVA ARTEAGA – PERU 

Bachelor of Science-Agronomy and also member of the Circle of Research in Organic Production and               

Aromatic Plants (PROPAR) which is in charge of training and research in organic production with               

agroecological principles oriented to vegetables, aromatic and medicinal herbs. She has participated            

in the Participatory Rural Diagnosis (DRP) with an agrarian coffee cooperative of the Santa Rosa               

District in the department of Amazonas. In 2016 she was part of the organising team of the I                  

National Agroecology Meeting in Peru. She also participated in a project with the French NGO               

Empow’Her whose objective was to strengthen food security and sovereignty in producer families in              

the Marachanca District, located in the Sierra de Lima. In 2017 she assumed the General               

Coordination of PROPAR. Currently, she continues to be involved in agroecological production issues             

in urban and peri-urban areas through the ALDA platform (Alimentando Lima desde Adentro) and              

also through the youth organisation PROPAR. 

 

ANA MERCEDES MOLNAR – ARGENTINA 

Graduate in Political Science and Master in Regional Integration Processes from the University of              

Buenos Aires (Argentina). Since 2013 she has worked professionally at the Institute for Prospective              

Research and Public Policies (IIPyPP), belonging to the Center for Research in Political, Economic and               

Social Sciences (CICPES) of the National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA), where she carries              
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out coordination activities, organisation and facilitation of workshops aimed at technicians and the             

community, on public policies and their integration with the agri-food sector. Previously, she has              

collaborated in the project Manual for the recycling and reuse of electronic and electrical waste               

(WEEE) by cooperatives carried out by the University of Buenos Aires, the Ministry of Education and                

Sports of the Nation, and the Secretariat for University Policies. 

 

PATRICIA GALARZA ESCOBAR – PERU 

Chef and barista. Graduated from the Dgallia haute cuisine institute. She carried out student              

exchanges in several South American countries during her training as a chef. After working in               

restaurants, she decided to study barista. She graduated from the Peruvian school of sommeliers.              

Still wanting to learn more about coffee, she decided to travel to Colombia to deepen her                

knowledge. The jobs - in both fields - have allowed her to develop not only experience, but also a                   

number of valuable skills in these sectors. This is how cooking and coffee make a harmonious pairing                 

of your life. 

 

CRISTOBAL IBIETA – CHILE 

His studies in integral design gave him a holistic vision that gave him space in the environmental area                  

through environmental education, a multidisciplinary field not limited to any particular profession.            

Initially through an Ecocenter that works to spread permaculture in a rural / agricultural area of                

central Chile. Then, and for two years, jointly implementing an educational garden project in five               

municipal schools in southern Chile, which was financed with RSE funds. Currently through the              

training and coordination since 2015 of an environmental education center (CEA) in a public park               

located in the pre-mountain range of Santiago. His interest in action rather than information has led                

him to increasingly incorporate practical learning on agroecology, bio-construction and appropriate           

technologies into the CEA, always considering the park's socio-environmental context. He believes            

that minority groups have a heritage that is being homogenised by the prevailing culture, but as a                 

professional he has the possibility of contributing his experience in the valorisation of this              

knowledge and in facilitating the resilience of these communities in favor of their sustainability in               

the processes of social transformation. 

 

MARGGIORI PANCORBO – PERU 

Biologist from the La Molina National Agrarian University (Peru). Her interests include ethnobotany,             

ecology, and the traditional management of genetic resources with food and nutritional potential, in              

order to contribute to revalue the traditional knowledge of the Andean communities, as well as the                
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construction of adaptation strategies of food systems, local to global socio-ecological change. She             

has participated in research projects on agro-biodiversity in various regions of the Andes in Peru. She                

is part of the Arid Zones Research Center, a research center on ecosystems and cultures of the                 

present and the past of the hyper arid, arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid zones of Peru. She                 

currently works as a consultant in forestry and climate change projects. 

 

GUILLERMO VILLALOBOS – BOLIVIA 

Graduate in Political Science from the Universidad Católica Boliviana San Pablo (Bolivia) and Master              

in Environmental Sciences from the University of Applied Sciences in Cologne (Germany). He is              

currently working at the Solón Foundation, preparing computer materials for indigenous and            

peasant communities and the general population on environmental impact, analysis of the            

socio-ecological impacts of the use of biotechnology (GMO soy) in Bolivian agribusiness;            

socio-environmental impact analysis; promoting advocacy strategies and processes; and the          

development of systemic alternatives His areas of interest are: sustainable development, social            

participation, agroecology, global change and food security, renewable natural resources and           

regional management. 

 

EDWIN VALDIVIA DIAZ – PERU 

Bachelor of Agricultural Engineering and Plant Production from the La Molina National Agrarian             

University (Peru). As General Coordinator of the Research Circle in Organic Production and Aromatic              

Plants (PROPAR), he carries out activities to generate an impact on future generations of              

agronomists, transmitting the importance of farmers and their knowledge to promote           

agro-biodiversity, generally preserved by family farmers. He is interested in the development of a              

clean, safe and environmentally friendly agriculture that does not damage natural ecosystems and             

generates stability in agro-ecosystems. In 2016, he was appointed ODS Ambassador as part of the               

Peru 2030 Agenda Ambassadors Program. 

 

ALFONSO PONCE VARGAS – PERU 

Bachelor's degree in Sociology from the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos (Peru) and a               

Master's Degree in Sociology from the University of Brasilia (Brazil). He is currently pursuing a               

Doctorate in Sustainable Development at the University of Brasilia. In the academic world, his              

interest is to continue the path of decentration of scientific knowledge, making visible the Andean               

knowledge existing in the communities. Through research, he seeks to value this knowledge of              
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another type that can dialogue with scholarly knowledge and with development policies under             

conditions of equality. 

 

CLARA MUJICA – CHILE 

She is the Executive Director of the Huertas Comunitarias Foundation, which develops agroecological             

gardens, together with the communities. Through her work at the Foundation, she is guiding the               

process together and generating the opportunity for things to happen that are outside of her               

programs and her ability to achieve it. She seeks the vindication of these spaces around the                

self-management of food, opening the possibility of recoloring and transforming our space with             

something as natural as ourselves. Clara is a Sociologist from the Pontifical Catholic University of               

Chile and is currently pursuing a degree in Pedagogy at the Alberto Hurtado University (Chile). 

 

INDIRA ALVA – PERU 

Bachelor of Biology from the La Molina National Agrarian University and student of the Master of                

Anthropology in the Postgraduate Program on Sustainable Development and Social Inequalities in            

the Andean Region (trAndeS). She is interested in developing applied research for sustainable             

development at the community and local government level in food security and resilience of food               

systems in rural areas, in relation to aspects such as biodiversity conservation, ecosystem             

restoration, agroecology, agro-biodiversity , agro-ecotourism, fair trade, conservation and culture,          

revaluation of traditional knowledge and practices, and schools as spaces for environmental            

education. On the other hand, she actively participates in associations of researchers and volunteer              

networks, such as Slow Food in Peru. She has been a consultant for public entities, such as the                  

Municipality of Lima, AgroRural and SERFOR, as well as for Civil Society (DIANONIA, CIZA, among               

others). 

 

PEDRO BALLADARES – PERU 

Pedro was born in the town of Casitas, Tumbes, a community settled in the Buffer Zone of the Cerros                   

de Amotape National Park, of the Northwest Peru Biosphere Reserve-RBNO. He trained in Tourism              

Management at the National University of Tumbes, although his actions were always aimed at              

environmental issues. He has participated in several youth organisations that developed actions in             

favor of the environment, getting involved in social, environmental and educational initiatives and             

undertakings. Since 2012 he has been building a dream: Having a Children's Land, an initiative of the                 

Association for Children and their Environment (ANIA) whose mission is to train, empower and value               

girls, boys and young people as entrepreneurial, affective and environmentally responsible citizens. .             
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He has served as Deputy Manager of Public Services and Environmental Protection of the              

Municipality of Casitas, carrying out solid waste management activities, sanitary surveillance of            

water quality, promotion of ecotourism and environmental education. As a young man and a              

volunteer, he belongs to “Generación +1”, a national youth group aimed at advocating for mitigation               

and adaptation to climate change. He currently works in Plan Internacional, an organisation whose              

center of action is the children of the Northeast of Peru, making visible the leading participation of                 

children in the development processes of their community. 

 

WILLIAM CHAY CANUL – MEXICO 

His main motivation is to be an example for his people and the new generations, therefore, his                 

future plans contemplate as a guiding principle the common well-being, especially of vulnerable             

sectors through sustainable projects. He is currently studying a Bachelor of Natural Resource             

Management at the Marista University of Mérida. He is an agricultural technician at the Center for                

Agricultural Technological Baccalaureate. He belongs to the agroecological community Unek luum           

(seeds of the earth in Mayan league), in which he promotes and revives the forms of production in                  

his region such as the Mayan milpa. 

 

WILLMAN ESTRADA – PERU 

He is a native of Abancay, Apurímac region, where from a very young age he shared experiences of                  

agriculture in the field with his grandfather. His passion for natural spaces unfolded since then, and                

he decided to study the Agronomy field in order to apply everything he learned in the field. His work                   

experience in rural communities, with private and public institutions, further affirmed his dream of              

living in the countryside, now he directs his personal project: converting the "Huallabamba" farm              

into a community plot in which good living is practiced in harmony with the peers respecting and                 

valuing the importance of nature and resources trying to make efficient use causing the least impact,                

incorporating permaculture practices in their agricultural work. 

 

DAMARIS HERRERA - PERU 

Peruvian sociologist. She has participated in an interdisciplinary project of the NGO Islas de Paz Peru,                

on a comparative analysis of the well-being of farmers in conventional agricultural and             

agroecological production systems in Andean communities. This experience has allowed her to            

understand the food system in a comprehensive way, and has also shown her that one of the main                  

bottlenecks of the sustainability of the agroecological system in Peru is marketing. Given the new               

demands of the globalised world, therefore, a political and civil environment is necessary that can               
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transform this stage, even going against the rules of the market. She has been coordinator of the                 

research area of YPARD Peru. She is currently doing an internship at the United Nations               

Development Program - UNDP. 

 

ELISEETE RAMIREZ – MEXICO 

Eliseete holds a Bachelor's Degree in Sustainable Development from the Intercultural University of             

the State of Mexico. Since 2014 she has been working with a group of women and men who collect                   

wild edible mushrooms (HCS) called “Hongueras Pjiekakjoo”, from the Tlahuica Pjiekakjoo           

indigenous community of Lomas de Teocaltzingo, Mexico. The collection of HCS is an activity deeply               

rooted in this culture and developed by ancestral times, it also allows different families to obtain                

economic resources to cover basic needs. Likewise, the collection of HCS is of cultural importance,               

since, within the Pjiekakjoo culture, more than 160 species of HCS are recognised, which are               

currently collected, consumed and some of them are commercialised. As for food, mushrooms are              

important resources, since a Pjiekkajoo family can cover this food need if there is economic shortage                

and lack of food. 

 

SUSANA CONTRERAS – PERU 

Susana has a bachelor's degree in Forest Sciences from the La Molina National Agrarian University               

(Peru). Her professional training at the university and her work experience have allowed her to share                

knowledge with farmers, fishermen and loggers. She developed her thesis research in the native              

communities and hamlets of the Balsapuerto district, jungle of Peru, on the livelihoods of the               

inhabitants and their relationship with the forest and its natural environment. She is currently a               

Technical Facilitator of the Institute for Development and the Environment, IDMA, as part of the               

Program for Agricultural Training and Support for Youth Entrepreneurship in Peru (FORMAGRO),            

which aims to improve access and quality of education in the environment remote rural area,               

improve and diversify agricultural production, in addition to facilitating market access for thousands             

of young agricultural producers. 

 

BASILIDES JANCCO PALOMINO – PERU 

Basilides was born in the Quechua community of Amaru, located in the area of the Potato Park,                 

district of Pisac, Cusco. He participates in the PdP Association as a farmer and guardian of the                 

biocultural heritage. 

 

CIPRIANO CCOYO BANDA- PERU 
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Cipriano was born in the Quechua community of Amaru, located in the area of the Potato Park. He                  

participates in the PdP Association as a farmer and guardian of the biocultural heritage. 
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DANIEL PACCO CONDORI – PERU 

Daniel was born in the Quechua community of Paru Paru, located in the area of the Potato Park. He                   

participates in the PdP Association as a farmer and guardian of the biocultural heritage.  
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Organisers 

36 
 

 

Constanza Monterrubio-Solís, México 

She grew up in the metropolitan area of Mexico City, witnessing the            

transformation of the agricultural landscape into supermarkets and        

social interest housing. Attracted by the colors, flavors and         

creativity of food, she studied Gastronomy for a year and a half but             

disappointed by elitism and exploitation at multiple levels of the          

food industry, she left the kitchen to study Biology in the National            

Autonomous University of Mexico. Passionate about the biological        

and cultural diversity of Mexico, she embarked on the study of the            

collective processes of natural property management in Oaxaca at         

the graduate level at the University of Kent, under the tutelage of            

Helen Newing. After working some years in Pronatura Sur, Chiapas,          

supporting voluntary land conservation processes, has found a way         

to return to the kitchen from a bio-cultural approach. Currently, she           

is pursuing a post-doctorate at the Pontifical Catholic University of          

Chile, exploring aspects of bio-cultural memory that allow family         

farming to respond and resist the processes of homogenisation of          

food systems. Contact: constanza.monterrubio@gmail.com 

 

Manuela Fernandez, Argentina 

She has an academic and professional background that focuses on          

sustainable development, ecosystem management and disaster risk       

reduction (DRR) policies. She holds a PhD in Environmental Science,          

and her work is based on interdisciplinarity and knowledge         

dialogues. Manuela promotes a sensorial approach to reconnect        

people to nature and move towards a carbon-neutral society by          

facilitating Carbon Conversations and Ecopsychology workshops.      

Through her experience with the IUCN Global Forest and Climate          

Change Programme, she became fully qualified in evaluating        

programme results, creating and evaluating impact and outcome        

indicators, and constructing and preparing learning workshops using        

lessons learned as a learning strategy. She currently works for the           
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Crisis Management Branch at UN Environment in her role as          

Eco-DRR Education and Training Specialist. In early 2020, she will          

join the INTA Agricultural Experimental Station in Bariloche,        

Argentina to conduct research on resilience and disaster risk         

reduction in the face of new climatic scenarios in the          

agricultural-livestock and forestry sectors of northern Patagonia.       

Manuela attended the first GEN regional academy—“Academia       

Latinoamericana de Liderazgo Socio-ambiental” (ALLSA Dominican      

Republic)—in 2015, and co-organised the second ALLSA, held in         

Peru in 2019.. 

 

Vanesa Ramos-Abensur, Perú 

Vanesa holds a BSc in Biology from National Agrarian University – La            

Molina (Peru) and a MSc in Regional Development and Environment          

from State University of Santa Cruz (Brazil). She is currently pursuing           

her PhD in Development and Environment at State University of          

Santa Cruz, with a focus on community-based governance of         

agrobiodiversity in the Andean region. She is also project         

coordinator of an interdisciplinary research project on the impact of          

organic inputs to agriculture in mountainous regions in Ecuador,         

Peru and Bolivia, sponsored by the McKnight Foundation and         

carried out by Rikolto and Michigan State University. Vanesa         

believes that her own upbringing in the mountains of Peru helped           

mould her patient, detail-oriented and resilient character, and gave         

her a deep respect and connection with the natural and spiritual           

world. It also encouraged her to focus her research on local           

knowledge, mountain communities, climate change adaptation and       

food systems. Vanesa attended 1era Academia Latinoamericana de        

Liderazgo Socioambiental (ALLSA 2015) and went on to co-organise         

the ensuing Latin American regional academy, ALLSA 2019, held in          

Cuzco, Peru. Contact: vanesa.ramos.abensur@gmail.com 
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Yolanda López-Maldonado, México 

Yolanda considers herself a systems thinker in integrative science         

for sustainability with extensive experience in social-ecological       

systems, traditional ecological knowledge, community-based     

natural resource management, and social dimensions of       

conservation. By examining the interface of natural and social         

sciences, her work emphasises that societies are embedded parts of          

the biosphere dependent on their life-supporting ecosystems.       

Yolanda holds advanced degrees in Human Ecology (Cinvestav-IPN,        

Mexico) and Geography (PhD from Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität      

München). She was a Young Research Scholar at the International          

Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Austria, and the Beijer         

Institute of Ecological Economics, Royal Swedish Academy of        

Sciences, Sweden. Yolanda has significant experience representing       

the interests of indigenous peoples in regional, national and         

international fora, serving as a delegate of the UNPFII 2017 held in            

New York, and providing expert and technical guidance on         

Indigenous Peoples issues. She is currently a member of the IUCN           

WCPA Specialist Group on Cultural and Spiritual Values of Protected          

Areas, the Ramsar Culture Network, and sits on the Board of           

Directors of the Global Diversity Foundation. After attending the         

Global Environments Summer Academy in 2014, Yolanda went on to          

co-organise two GEN regional academies in Latin America:        

Academia Latinoamericana de Liderazgo Socio-ambiental (ALLSA) in       

Dominican Republic in 2015, and Peru in 2019. 
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Tammy Stenner, Canadá y Perú 

Tammy is the Program Coordinator of the ANDES Association, an          

indigenous organisation based in Cusco, Peru, dedicated to the         

protection and development of biocultural heritage. Tammy has        

been working with the ANDES Association since its founding in          

1995, and has assumed various roles, including action research;         

project management; volunteer promoter, fundraiser; and      

administrative support. Tammy uses her professional experience in        

adult education for curriculum development and the organisation of         

exchanges of experiences and knowledge between indigenous       

peoples and small farmers. Eager to continue learning and in          

constant training, Tammy has degrees from Western University,        

Trent University and Athabasca University, and continues to take         

advantage of online professional development opportunities such as        

MOOC. In her spare time, she enjoys hiking and boating with her            

family. Contact: tammy@andes.org.pe 

 

Merelyn Valdivia Díaz, Perú 

Merelyn Valdivia Díaz is a peruvian national, a system thinker who           

has been working for 8 years on how to enhance resilience at local             

and regional level through multidisciplinary and bottom-up       

approaches. She is currently a Climate-resilient consultant at the UN          

Food and Agriculture organisation (FAO). She worked with CGIAR         

centers (CIP, ICRAF and CIFOR) from 2013-2017. There, she focused          

on developing several methodologies related to Agrobiodiversity       

Monitoring System, Gender-Sensitive Agroforestry and Ecosystem      

Services Assessment (Wild Plants and Cultural Ecosystems Services).        

Therefore, she has multi-year’s experience in research, knowledge        

brokering and the facilitation of multi-stakeholder dialogue and        

workshops, connecting public and private sectors in relation to         

ecosystem services, food and climate change. In 2017-2020,        

Merelyn worked at FAO, at the Plant Production and Protection          

Division (AGPM). She developed a methodology “Bridging the        

traditional ecological knowledge and the practices on climate        

mailto:tammy@andes.org.pe
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change adaptation”, that is in the process of becoming a “Climate           

Smart Farmer Field School platform”. At FAO, she also actively          

participates in discussions about food systems and indigenous        

people (as part of FAO’s Indigenous People Team). 

 

 

Daniel Abreu, República Dominicana 

Daniel has an expertise in Development Studies and Climate Change          

by the Institute of Social Studies of the University of Rotterdam and            

Public Policy from the University of Barcelona. He has worked as a            

researcher for the UNDP Human Development Office and        

Coordinator of Participation of Adolescents and Youth for UNICEF.         

He currently serves as a consultant on initiatives related to risk           

management, climate change adaptation to various UN and        

multilateral cooperation agencies, and as Regional Focal Point of a          

climate change learning project with UNITAR and UNESCO. Daniel         

has completed research on issues related to climate change,         

democratic participation and risk management for institutions such        

as GIZ, Greenpeace International and Transparency International. 



Facilitators 
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Marcia Taita Lima, Brazil  

She is a collaborating professor and postdoctoral researcher at the          

State University of Campinas (UNICAMP) in Brazil. She works on the           

interface between nature, culture and technoscience, especially in        

aspects of communication, social participation, social movements,       

gender, environment and agroecology. Márcia graduated from the        

Laboratory of Scientific Journalism and the Laboratory of Studies of          

Technologies and Social Transformations, Department of Scientific       

and Technological Policies, UNICAMP. She received her PhD in         

Science and Technology Policy from the same institution in 2015.          

She has been a fellow with the São Paulo Research Foundation           

(FAPESP) and a visiting student at the Valladolid University (Spain).          

From 2010 to 2016, Márcia participated in many research and          

extension projects. 

 

Bruce Ferguson, Estados Unidos y México  

He is the son of a biologist and a physicist, who taught him the love               

of nature and science. He studied biology at Kalamazoo College and           

the postgraduate degree in ecology at the University of Michigan,          

USA. Since 2002 he works at the Colegio de la Frontera Sur in San              

Cristóbal de Las Casas, Mexico. His research and teaching have          

addressed forest regeneration, ecological restoration, sustainable      

livestock, urban agriculture, and, increasingly, the social and        

educational dimensions of agroecology. Through school gardens       

and conscious eating he aims to contribute to a healthier, fair, and            

colorful world. He is a Senior Researcher and a member of the            

National System of Researchers. Contact: bgfecosur@gmail.com 
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Helda Morales, Guatemala y México 

She was born surrounded by asphalt in Guatemala City, but her           

grandmother took her every year to harvest corn and beans to the            

family's land in the Huehuetenango mountains. Perhaps that is why          

she dropped out of her computer engineering studies to study          

biology at the Universidad del Valle de Guatemala and pest          

management at the Tropical Agronomic Center for Research and         

Teaching in Costa Rica. The interaction with Guatemalan farmers         

motivated her to document traditional knowledge during her PhD         

that she did at the University of Michigan, under the tutelage of            

ecologists Ivette Perfect and John Vandermeer. For 20 years she has           

been working as a research professor at El Colegio de la Frontera            

Sur, a research center of the Mexican government in San Cristóbal           

de Las Casas, Chiapas. Her research areas are agroecological pest          

management, traditional knowledge, urban agriculture and      

agroecology education. In the last ten years she has devoted much           

of her time to the action-research program "Laboratories for Life"          

where, with her partner Bruce Ferguson, they train future teachers          

in the subject of agroecology and conscious feeding. In her spare           

time she helps organise the Alliance of Women in Agroecology          

AMA-AWA and does watercolors. Contact: helda.bruce@gmail.com 

 

Jamil Alca Castillo, Perú 

Researcher and change manager who promotes interdisciplinary       

training combining social sciences with environmental sciences. His        

commitment to nature and populations emerged when he lived in          

the Peruvian jungle, interacting with peasants, indigenous people        

and migrants. He has a PhD in Development Studies from the           

Institute of International and Development Studies, of the        

University of Geneva (Switzerland). Master in Environmental       

Management and Development of the Latin American Faculty of         

Social Sciences (Flacso, Ecuador) and Bachelor of Anthropology from         

the National University of San Antonio Abad del Cusco (Peru). He           

has extensive experience in the public and private sectors, as well as            
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in international cooperation and in work with communal        

organisations, peasant and native communities. He is a university         

professor and provides technical assistance in the management of         

socio-environmental conflicts, governance and management of      

natural resources, biodiversity conservation, management and      

co-management models, interculturality, sanitation management,     

management and social responsibility, public policies, analysis of        

perceptions, among others. 



Annex 2. Event organisers 

 

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTS NETWORK – GEN 

Global Environments Network (GEN) supports, nurtures and connects inspiring change agents who            

propose innovative solutions to seemingly intractable environmental and social problems. Working           

from local to global scales, these leaders inspire experiences from the field to develop practical               

actions, usually outside the public eye, that improve local livelihoods, resolve conflicts and restore              

environments. These inspiring efforts are benefiting their communities, their countries, and           

potentially the world at large. 

The five pillars that sustain GEN are intertwined. The network is made up of alumni, mentors,                

facilitators, and organisers of GEN events: Global Environments Summer Academies, Global           

Environments Regional Academies, and Community Environments Leadership Exchanges. ALLSA         

2019 is a regional academy organised under the auspices of GEN, so that all ALLSA 2019 participants                 

automatically become members of the Network, gaining access to a variety of tools and              

opportunities for mutual learning and growth. GEN is part of Global Diversity Foundation. 

 

GLOBAL DIVERSITY FOUNDATION – GDF 

Global Diversity Foundation (GDF) is a non-profit organisation that protects the natural environment             

and improves the well-being of people. GDF's vision is a world of diversity in which there is dignity,                  

justice and respect for all beings and environments. 

Through their regional programs, they support communities as they improve their livelihoods while             

maintaining their cultural landscapes, preserving their biocultural diversity, and developing their           

capacities and institutions. GDF advises environmental and indigenous organisations as they           

strengthen their capacities, financing and operations. Through the Global Project for Migrants, GDF             

contributes to the well-being and justice of migrants in their places of origin, transition and               

destination. GEN, which brings together and connects inspiring leaders who actively seek solutions             

to environmental and social problems. 

 

ASOCIACIÓN PARA LA NATURALEZA Y EL DESARROLLO SOSTENIBLE – ANDES 

ANDES is a non-profit civil association whose activities are framed in: biodiversity, indigenous rights              

and solidarity development, in addition to promoting the horizontal exchange of experiences and             

policies that value traditional indigenous knowledge to contribute to the global dialogue on climate              
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change. ANDES mission is to promote a rights-based approach to conservation and development             

through the implementation of Biocultural Territories, a model that has been successfully            

implemented in the Potato Park. This model creatively links the ancestral Andean principle and              

philosophy of well-being, Sumaq Kawsay , to modern science and research methodologies to            

promote agricultural systems that are resilient due to their biodiversity. In addition, they promote              

endogenous development and poverty reduction. This work is carried out in sustainable indigenous             

communities established in the Peruvian Andes based on their own capacities and resources through              

local development strategies. 

 

POTATO PARK – PDP 

The PDP was established in 2000 and is administered by five Quechua communities through a               

collective governance structure based on customary laws. Its main objectives are the in situ              

conservation of the diversity of potatoes and other Andean species, including local varieties and wild               

relatives; promoting food security, food sovereignty and sustainable livelihoods; and the           

conservation of the biocultural heritage of indigenous peoples. The Potato Park is located in the               

Sacred Valley of the Incas, between 3400 and 4600 meters above sea level, and covers an area of                  

9000 hectares. A great diversity of potatoes is preserved there - more than 1,300 local varieties. 

 

PROPAR 

PROPAR (Circle of Research in Organic Production and Aromatic Plants), is a voluntary student group               

of the National Agrarian University La Molina (UNALM, Peru) that includes research and training in               

vegetables, aromatic herbs and agroecology. 

 

CANASTA SOLIDARIA MIHUNA KACHUN  

The Mihuna Kachun Solidarity Basket is a self-managed, feminist and libertarian initiative of Cusco,              

which is committed to food sovereignty and autonomy, based on recovering the ways of feeding of                

our ancestors, as a survival strategy in times of food crisis that are bringing us closer. We prioritise                  

the ways of conserving and combining food, as well as the use of wild plants from our environment                  

because we consider that they are alternatives to which we could all resort to resist and live                 

autonomously from the food industry that has been poisoning us and from the same system. 
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SLOW FOOD PERU 

It is a global network present in more than 170 countries and committed to making visible the                 

complexity that exists in the world of food. Our motto: to highlight the importance of good, clean                 

and fair food. 

In Peru, our platform is a meeting point for the various actors that make up our food systems, where                   

every day we add ideas and efforts to recognise and articulate the enormous culinary, biological and                

cultural wealth that our country has. 

As volunteers, we create spaces and promote alliances that develop healthy and sustainable food              

consumption habits, to protect and value diversity around food, and to promote short value chains. 
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With the support of:  

 

 

 

  

48 
 


